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CONGRESSIONAL  BATTLES.

John A. Corwin, the Veteran Political
Writer, Dishes' Up Illinois for
the Tribune.

He Gives a Slashing Account of the Fights
in the Districts Outside
Chicage.

There Is Very Little Doing in the Con-|
gressional Line Hereabouts at. the .
Present Time.

Mr. John A. Corwin, the veteran
political correspondent, writes us fol-
lows to the Tribune from BSpring-
fleld:

*“The fights in the Congressiogal
districts outaide of Cook are coming
on now. A good many conventions
have already been called, and the
campaign will be exceedingly lively.
Oonk county is the last to make Its
Congressional nominations, but the
country districts make their selec-
tions in the spring and' earlysum-
mer. In some instances the nomin-
ations are virtually conceded now,
and the field of Congressional news
is anything but barren.

The Eighth District will be repre.
sented by Mr. A. J. Hopkins, who
will be nominated by acclamation.
Congressman Chlilds is In the pew
Eigthth, but will make no contest ns
agalust Mr. Hopkins. The district
will give a Republican majority of
5,000 or 6,000 at least, and the Dem-
ooratic nomination Is a matter of no
moment.

Boone, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo
Davless, Carroll, Ogle and Lee mnk‘c
the Ninth, a huge Republican dis-
trict. It is filled with avallable Con-
greasional timber, but the nomlou-
tion seems to be drifting toward Mr.
Hity, who will get it by acclamation,
unless other candidates bestir them-
selves.

The now Tenth Is composed of
Whiteside, Rock Island, Henry, Mer-
cer, Knox snd Stark Countles und s
itepublican as against the world,
From Indications it ls safe to say
Gen. Post will be nominated, and
his election will follow as a matter of
oourse. .

The Eleveath District was formed
for the express purpose of sendiog
Senator Andy O'Conor to Congress.
The beneficlary is In Californis, and
will not accept a nomination which
he can have for the asking. The dis-
trict 1s Democratic by about 1,800,
and the Democrats, strange to relate,
are shy of candidates, It looks now
as if Ropresentative James A. Smith,
of Chataworth, will be the nominee.
The Republicans will nominate Gen.
Henderson and try thelr beat to carry
the district,

Struggio In the Twalfth,

Thoe Twelfth Ix Republican, and in
it dwell Joseph G. Cannon and Mr,
Wheeler, Yoth members of Congress
ut this writlog. Mr. Cannon has
Vermilion and Mr. Wheeler . Kanka-
kee. lroquols Is in doubt. L. F.
Watson, Dr. Secrlat and Mr. Hilcher
favor Cannon. Aleck South, Thos.
Vennum and others are fighting for
Wheeler. The delegation will prob-
ably divide about bulf and half.
Wil is the battle-ground. Both Can-
pnon and Wheeler are striving to get
it Seoator Cullom has many friends
fo Will. His brother, Henry, has
Just finished a term of four years as
Postmaster at Jollet. The Repubd-
llcans of Vermilion met in conven-
tion recently and indorsed Cullom
and Cannon. The delegation to the
State Convention lcads off with Mr.
Cannun as Chalirman; olosaly followed'
by Editor Jewell. Mr. Cullom wants
Vermilion to support him for & Sen-
storial nomination, and it stands to
reason his friends in Will will be of
s responsive nature when the Con-

through and through. Congressman
Funk of McLean will be renominated
beyond question, It Is thought, al.
though Champalgn County will sup-
port . M. Wright. The Demo.
cratic nomination Is of no copse-
quence, being merely perfunctory.
Hurdin Masters of Fulton County
will probably be named as the Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress (n the
Fourteenth District. The Demo:
crats have n majority regarded by
them at least. as. safe, and from
preient Indications Masters will be
the pominee. John M. Niehaus of
Peoria has been mentioned, but the
gentleman is a holdover Senator, and
the ldemocrats will take no chances
In flling vacancies In doubtful dis-
tricts occasioned by resignations.
The Fifteenth and Sixteenth too
are Democratioc districts. George A.
Anderson of Adams, Congressman
McDannold of Brown, William Neece
of McDonough, Truman Plautz of
Huncock, Representative Meyers of
Henderson, and possibly J. H. Han-
ley of Warren will be the candidates.
It's anybody's fight, with the odds in
favor of Neece. The Republicans
will nominate Gen. Marsh, who will
moke a mighty effort to overcome
the Democratic majority of about 2,-
000 In the district.

Cundidutes in the Mxteenth.
W. P Callon of Morgan, Ham
Bell of Macoupin, Joseph M. Page of
Jersey, Henry Rainey or Judge Lee
Lakin of Gréene, Senntor Sylvester
Allen uf Scott, Finls E. Downlug of
Cass, and Elsabh Williarus or Judge
Doocey of Pike will contest for the
Democratic nomination In the Six-
teenth. The convention meets at
Jacksonville May 8. The nomination
of a candidate for Supremo Judge in
the Fourth District will do much to-
ward shaping the result of the Con-
gresslonal convention,
The Seventeenth Is the Springer
district, and ls composed of Menard,
Logan, Sangamon, Mason and Chris-
tian Countles. It Is Democratic by
about 1,300 majority. The lmpres-
glon has obtalned throughout the
Stata that this district was in great
fomentation and that nothing but
politics was talked about ordis ussed.
Quit> the contrary obtalns. Some
time ago the Hoo. Charles E. Hay, of
this city, was mentioned as a candi-
date agalnst Mr. Springer. This cre-
ated somethiog of a breeze at the
time, but of late nothing further was
heard of the matter. Mr. Hay is a
prominent wman ln this part of the
Ntate and stands high in business
and soclal circles. Ex-Senator Shum-
way, of Christian, was also brought
out. Mr. Sprioger will, It Is be-
lleved beyond doubt, be renominated.
His election I8 quite another mat-
ter. The Republicans:.can, If they
will unite on- & candidate, give Mr.:
Springer an unusually hard fight.
They may be able to beat him, Some
years ago Major Connolly brought his
majority of 4,000 or 5,000 in the old
district down to about 600. A good
many people belleve the Major “can
defeat Springer this time, The Ma-

says he will take the nomination
f It comes to him with any degree
of unanimity, and do his best to beat
Bpringer. He declares he will not en-
gage In a Aght before the nominating

PROF. JOHN P. BARRETT,

The Head of Chicago's Electric Systems.

member of the Legisiature from San-
gamon County. und has a good ful-
lowing among the Republizans. Ma-
¢ n County will offer ex-Senatog w.
C. Johns, in the hope of his nomina-
tion In the event of a hot contost

among the Republicans of Sanganmon,
Mr. Lawrenoe in the Pield.

County, will also ask the nomination.
Mr. Lawrence is a wealthy farmer,
and some years ugo ucceptably repre-
sented the old Logan County district
in the Legislature. He is particular.
Iy strong amoung the furmers, and
promises, in the event of hls nomin-
ation, to make & house.to-house can.
vass of the district. The way tite
fight Is progressing, some man out-
side of Sangamon will be chosen to
contest with Mr. Springer.

Edward Lane will in all probability
be renominated by the Democrats in

pective candidates have uveen men-
tioned in this district, but Lane has
the matter well in haad und will win
without serlous opposition. The din.
trict is Democratic, and the Republi-
cans have little chance of carrying it.
The Nineteenth District will be
close. The Democrats will nominate
George W. Fithiun, who has becn
uabusing the administration and shout-
ing for free sllver and an Increased
tax on diamonds. The Republicans
will make a tight against Fithiun,
and have half a dozen candidates to
select from. Tom Golden, uf Mar-
shall, Clark County, and Horace Clay
Clark, of Mattoon, would make the
contat, as would a'so Mr. Lynch, of
Olney. They have a good show nf
success unless, indeed, they get Into
a wrangle in their Congressional con-
vention.

The Twentleth District Is Demo-
cratie, and at present is represented
by Mr. Williams, of Carmi, White
County, who succeaeded the Hon. Dick
Townsheénd, deceased, of Shawnee-
town. Mr. Willlams will be renom-
inated by acclamation. There I3 no
candidate agaiost him of sumicient
strength to make any trouble. Sen-
ator James R. Campbell has, as they
say down in Egypt, “been threaten-
Ap'" to be u candidate for Congress,
but James s not in earnest In the
premises.

|

Washington.

lams' path,
Ambitious Men In the Twenty-first.

gressional fight comes up for settle-
ment.
The new Thirteenth is Republican

-

convention. H. Olay Wilson, of this
clty, will ask the convention to nom-
foate him. Mr. Wilson has been a

C. E. Lawrence, of Elkhart, Logan |

the Elghteenth. A number of pros- |

He is a holdover Senator
and the atmoaphere of the State Cap-
ita] Is more congenial than that of
Jomes will want the
vote of Wayne County two years
hence in a Senatorial couvention, and
Mr. Willlams may be able to assist
him In getting it. Mr. Campbell s
not & serious obstacle in Mr. Will-

8t. Clair, Clinton, Marion, Monroe,
Washington, Randolph, and Perry
make up the new Twenty-imet Dis-
trict. Mr. Willlam 8 Forman, of

| Washington, now represents it In
| Congresa. ‘The district s loaded to
the guards with ambiltions Demo-
crat. It (s rich in Democratic
gonius St Ulslr bas Nic Perrir.
Monroe is the home of Col. Willlam

the fight. His friends here say he
will be a candidate, and will have
the delegation from St. Clair and a
portion of that of Monroe. It's to
Forman's iuterest to get Perrin out
of the way. Mr. Van Hoorbeeke
. Morrison. Waterloo isthe county | will have Clinton and possibly part
seat of Monroe, and Waterloo, ac-!of Marion. Mr. Forman will have
cording to John Reynolds' “My Own ' Washington and Perry, with frac-
Times,” was a town when Chicago  tions of Monroe and Marion. Mr.
was unheard of. Col. Morrison Is Willlam Hartzell will get Randolph
the Idol of the Democrats of Monrve. and some scattering strength from
He is the man of all men there, and  other counties. It all hinges on Mr.
his word s law. Every man, woman, Perrin. 1f he stays in the fight Mr.
and child in Waterloo knows the  Formanis in danger of defeat.
Colonel. Hls coustituency Is sincere. Mr. Forman is by some of the lead-
Peter Bickelhaupt, Judge Erb, Pete ersof the Democracy in hisdistrict ac-
Feller, everybody Is for Morrison. cused of lnterference In the Sena-
Randolph is for Cole, who does not torial business in the interest of a
want an office, and William Hartzell, gentleman from Northern Illinols.
| who served a term in Congress once, In order to create a division, Mr.
{anidd  has ever since been de- Forman will be fought In his own
i slrous of repeating the gxperiment. district. A number of wmen down in
{James D. Baker, the Warden of the Twenty-first think he had better
! the Chester Prison, may prove quite attend strictly to his own affairs.

i a factor in Randolph County politics. Down In the Twenty-seconds
|Clinton has Rufus N. Ramsey, Au- The Twenty-second Congressional
| gustus Van Hoorbeeke and Andrew District Is overwhelmingly Repub-
Jackeon Sparks. Mr. Forman has a llcan, and s composed of Jackson,
proprietary interest in Washington, Willlamson, Saline, Unlon, Johnson,
and Willtam K. Murphy, Collector of Pope, Alexandor, Pulaskl, and Mas-

X |sac counties. George W. Bmith, of
Internal Revenue for the Calro dis- | Sacksdn. has rb nted the old dise
trict, is the man of all men In Perry. trict, the Tweantleth, in Congress for
Thomas Emmett Merritt has re- |geveral terms, succeeding John R.
turned to political life in Marion. He | Thomas, Mr. Smith lives in Jack-

was beaten for the Legislature some |#0n county, and he has its delegation

to the Congressional convention at
years ago by a geatleman named ... vo.p " He ig one of the best cam-

Holtslaw. Thomas was sore at heart, | pajgners In Southern Illinols. Sev-
but hie bided his time. The Holts- | eral men started out to get the nom-
laws got fnto an altercation with the | Ination. J. A. Rose, of Goloonds,

,Pope county, who was one of the
deadly hired man, and the result was | Trustees of the Chester Prison under

a suit brought by sald hired mau in| G,y Pifer, was a candidate. Alex-
{ the Circult Court to recover damages | ander county offered two men—N.
| for bodlly fnjury. Mr. Thomas Em- ?JTI!::“&;*DOO? am} ‘\:’llnllt.er W‘ml?n.
" . . | Eaq. Dr. Fowler, o amson, also
mett Merritt was the principal coun SRRl e omination " @s’ dela
sel for the plaintiff. Tt Is understood | gypes'trom Alexander were instructs
as a result of the proceedings sald ed to vote for Thistlewood. Mr. War-
hired man has accumulated some | den withdrew from the Congressional
wealth, nad Mr. Merritt Is rehabill. contest and will return to the Legis-
. ; ¥ { lnture, He was the Republican can-

tated every way. Mr. Merritt will didate for Tem
seek nomination for the Legislature  House at the

with some prospects of success,

rnmry Speaker of the
ust sesslon, and this
S i o ATl H
w rove i oLy (4] L
Haes ”f'“ Cor Parmaan. pllacj. Low, llu\rlm: no end of friends

That's the kind of a district Mr. | in the House. Dr. Fowler has Will-
Forman has to tackle. He hgs all the | lamson County, and will be happy to
elements to contend with, and his | throw its delegation over to Smith
preserves are filled with men who iﬁ&:‘lﬂ"‘ﬁr."ﬁoﬂwfglr &”;‘l::;"
would be glad to throw him dow. | ung that s about, the extent of his
Does anybody tor & mioute suppose | sgrength. Mr. Smith has Jackson
Gen, Bparks or Gus Van Hoorbeeke | and Massac—next door to Pope.
would decline a nomination to Con- | Wil land Union, Johnson, and Saline.
gress? Would Mr. Merritt, or Mr.
Hartzell, or Henry Beiter, or C. D.
Halle cast the honor aside? Nic Per-
rin of St. Clair would llke to succeed
Mr. Forman, and St. Clair County Is
for him. Nic Perrin is an exceed-
ingly bright young man, and has for
some years been engaged in writing a
history of Illinois. He was formally
announced as a candidate for Con-
gress, but last week a 8t. Louip news-

anything can be In politics. Mr.
knows them well
long hair and box-toed tongue

Thus equ
slsaippl a

season of great comfort for

He
His nomination is about as sure as

Smith knows his constituents, and he
i In the hhut- of
summer, in cam n years, he wears
2 boots,
a sult of farmers' satin, the coat be-
ing a single-breasted frock, and a
hickory cane with a orook handle.
L?d he sails down the Mis-

up the Ohlo, patronizing
the packet boats. A cam is a

Washington Bmith. He takes life

NANON

WILL FIGHT CULLON.

‘l'llo‘ Ex-Gongressman

He Will Fight Every

William E. Mason, of Chicago, and
Senator Cullom are now fairly pitted
against each other in & fight to cap-
ture the Indorsement of the State
Republican Convention for Senator
or the control of the Republican side
of the next General Assembly. Flve
of the county conventions preparatory
to the State convention have been
held. They were called by organiza-
tivas favorable to BSenator Cullom.
Three of them were captured by Mr.
Mason and two declared In favor of
the Senator. ‘So the fght stands as
between the two Republicans, while
the Democrate are getting ready to
take the seat of Benator Cullom for
one of their number.
The two conventions that were
won by the Cullom people were held
before Mr. Mason announced himself
as s candidate. In fact when he did
open his campaign for Senator Cul-
lom's job the friends of the Senator
pretended to regard It ns one of his
practical Jokes. They decided to
show at once what an easy race their
man had against the jooular man
from the West Side. They called
conventions in Clark, Richmond and
Jasper Countles, and were assured by
the Postmasters und Government
employes there that the conventions
would Instruct for the man from
Sangamon. The coaventions were
held, the date of the last one being
lust Saturday. All three declared
for Mason.
The ex-Congressman says he has a
law business that takes him into
these three countles. ‘The conven.
tions being held at the county seats
sud he, happening to be there while
they were In progreas, Just “dropped
in to pasa & Joke or two" with his
friends, and the namje In the resolu-
tions of instruction§ was changed
from Cullom to Mason In all three
cases. This brilliant onslaught of
Mason's astonished the Cullom men
and they now belleve that their op-
ponent is not joking. Danlel Ray,
one of Benator Cullom's friends, who
is a committee clerk In the Eenate, has
come to Chicago and Illinols to see
to l¢ that the fences of the Benator
are In better shape.
After Jasper County had declared
for Mason, Cullom's friends gave It
to the Republican press that such
action was not due to Mason's popu-
larity, but beecause Cullom was un-
popular with disappointed office scek-
ers. At this, however, Mason only
smiled, and followed his first victory
by bagging the two other delegations.
This additional defeat the Senator's
friends did not take time to explain.
Whether Mason was loved too much or
Cullom too little was u matter of
small importance; at any rate, the
joke was getting serlous and Benator
Cullom was appealed to. “Dan” Ray
was sent to Illinois in charge of a
corpe of the Senator's clerks, who are
said to be on the Government's pay
rolls, and they say that Mason will
not get away with any more delega-
tions so easlly. Byt Mason costinues
to wear bis N'T smile, and his
friends say that ‘he will saw some
more wdod soon.
It issald in Senator Cullom's be-
balf that he has sacrificed much for
the Republican party. Mr. Mason

paper sald he bad withdrawn from

leisurely and gets elected every time.

admita this and says the Benator
ougbt not to be called upon to sacri-

Is a Red-Hot Candi-

date for Election to the Na-
tional Senate.

Inch of the Ground

with Shelby M. OCullom, the
Incumbent.

General Gossip of a Political Nature of Inter-
est to Readers of “The

Eagle.”

to do a little sacrificing himself now.
In addition to his popularity among
the Republicans, the ex-Congressman
declares he finds many supporters in
Chicago because his townspeople be-
lieve there should be a Senatur from
this city, whereas both of the present
Senators are residents of Springfield.
Mr. Mason belleves if the Cook
County Republicans are loyal to him,
as he is the only candidate from
Cook County, he will have enough
votes to nominate in the State con-
vention or the leglslative caucus.
Mr. Mason was in his law office
Monday, having returnmed from his
trip to the southern part of the
State, whither he went “on law busi-
ness.” He sald he was well satisfled
with the progress of his campaign.
He did mnot care to talk about It
much, he sald, so he told a funny
story.

I.I
Willlam Dunn, whose father was
one of the first settlers of Ohlcago
and who was himself born In this
city, is a candidate for the Clerkship
of the Criminal Court. He lives in
Twelfth Ward and claims he will
have the support of the delegation
from that ward. A. O. Cooper and
P. J. Cahill, who also reside in the
Twelfth Ward, are candidates for the
Probate Clerkship. Each claims as
strong u support as Mr. Dunn.

-
William Bolden;ock says Lie has
not withdrawn from the contest for
County Treasurer. He Is yot In the
fleld and proposes to make a hard
fight to get the nomination. Mr.
Boldenweck, it |8 understvod, Is in
the Wulff-Hull-Kerr combination.

L)

ae
R. E. Conway declines to be cons
sidered a Republican candldate for
Congress in the Lake-Cicero District,
where Clayton E. Crafts wants the
Democratic nomination. It Is prob-
able now the Republican nominatlon
will go to Charles E. Piper, President
of the Cicero Town Board.

-

LR ]
As ex-Speaker Cratts I3 bhooked for
Congress, the Domocrats of the Bev-
enth Senatorial District talk of nom-
inating Hope Reed Cody for the
Legislature. Cody Is a bright young
attorney, and son of ex-Clreuit Judge
Hiram H. Cody. Mr. Cody resides
at Austin,

-

Gen. Smith D, A.tktmt has begun
operations in Chieago to obtain part
of the Cook County delegation. It
is understood at the conference last
week some sort of a combination was
effected among the Cullom, Fifer
and Atkins forces with a view to
controlling the State convention.
The dissensions in Cook County give
encouragement to this combine,

Ernst J. Magerstadt, i¢ s said, will
be a candidate for one of the court
clerkships, probably for that of the
Criminal Cougt.

l'l

Samuel B. Raymond, who has been
at St. Joseph's Hoapital several
weeks convalescing from an operation
for appendicitls, was taken to his
home, No. 66 Cedar street, Monday
afterpoon. Mr. Raymond ate dinner
with his family Monday night and it
was & happy gathering. It was sald

fice any more. He says he is willing

at his home that he had recovered




